
A screech-owl preyed upon many beautiful fowls owned by the ruler of the land. The ruler declared that
this screech-owl must be killed. Yet, anyone who dared to hunt the screech-owl turned to salt statues.
Birds and people became scarce as no one could fight against such magic.

A great hunter, who had still to face this screech-owl, left his wife and son behind to take this quest.
Sadly, the hunter suffered the same fate as everyone else.

The woman vowed that her son must never know that his father was a hunter, fearing that the son
would grow up to become a hunter and die as a result. The son was so young, with hardly any
memories of his father, that such a secret was possible.

As the boy grew up, he asked more and more about his father. The woman mixed up her stories and
sometimes claimed he was a blacksmith while at other times she said that he was a tailor. The boy,
confused, determined to find something he loved to do with his life.

Meanwhile, the screech-owl terrorized the land. The boy--now a young man--wished to do something
about it. Unbeknownst of his father's history, the young man discovered that he was a great marksman.
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The ruler ran out of people willing to face the screech-owl. Now, the ruler had an advisor who knew the
young man's father and still was jealous of him despite having been turned into a salt statue. As the
advisor knew this man had a son who was now old enough to take on this quest, the advisor suggested
to the ruler that this young man could hunt the screech-owl.

The young man was sent for by the ruler. Instead of saying yes, the young man said, "I must ask my
mother."

She saw that she could no longer hide the past from her son. The young man learned of his father's
great skills in marksmanship and his fate. Then she said, "Before you take this quest, ask for 50 scudi to
be given no matter your fate." If the screech-owl killed her son as it did her husband, this would still
provide some security for the times ahead.

The young man related his mother's request to the ruler. The 50 scudi was given before the young man
left to track the screech-owl.

The young man hunted the screech-owl with such ease and even hit and killed it on the first shot. After
so many years of defeat by countless people, everyone was in shock.

The ruler's advisor became even more jealous - now of this young man. But the ruler was thrilled and
declared to all that this was the finest young man in the land. 

More adventures and quests would be in this young man's future, but those are stories for another
time.
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The Screech-Owl is known as "golfu" in Maltese and known among the people
 to have great magic. Many stories from Malta feature birds with certain ones
being more powerful than others.


