BRIAN "FOX" ELLIS
CAREER OBJECTIVES: Through public performances, teaching and creative writing, I hope
to evoke the storyteller within everyone and inspire people to awaken to a deeper understanding
of who they are in their relationship to human history and the natural world around them. As an
educator, my aim is to use storytelling and theatre to integrate science, math, and social studies,
while helping students develop language skills, the self esteem that comes with finding your
voice, and an appreciation of the arts. As a scholar, I seek to unearth voices often left out of our
history books.
WORK EXPERIENCE:
Professional Storyteller and Author (1982 - Present)
Perform original stories, poetry, folktales, folk songs and historic non-fiction in a wide
variety of settings throughout America and Europe. Lead workshops in creative writing and
drama for students, teachers, naturalists, and clergy. Contribute original poems and articles for
publication to a variety of magazines with more than 100 articles in print. Published sixteen
books, including three books of poetry, two collections of short stories with lesson plans for
teachers, and the National Conservation Education Book of the Year, THE WEB at Dragonfly
Pond, (DAWN Publications). Produced twelve CDs and three DVDs. Hosted television pilot
“Tell Me a Story”, and worked on several documentaries.
Chautauqua Style Speaker (1989 – Present)
With more than a dozen first person historical programs including four “Friends of
Lincoln,” Charles Darwin, Gregor Mendel, Wilhelm Grimm, Walt Whitman, Edgar Allan Poe,
Steamboat Captain Henry Detweiller, Saint Francis of Assisi, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, and John
James Audubon, I present more than 100 performances a year. These programs have won grants
and funding from arts and humanities councils from Colorado to Vermont; Illinois Humanities
has listed these characters in their Roads Scholar program for the past ten years, and repeatedly
said they are the most popular. Audiences include schools, libraries, Chautauqua and college
convocations.
Founder, Artistic Director of Prairie Folklore Theatre (1999 – Present)
Prairie Folklore Theatre (PFT) is an ensemble of folk singers, storytellers, actors and
songwriters. Our goal is to entertain and educate the curious about the rich layers of history
found in the American Midwest. Weaving traditional ballads and tales with original songs and
poetry, each performance celebrates one of the diverse strands in the tapestry of regional history.
We draw listeners into an intimate experience that brings history to life and explores our
ecological relationships. With 18 productions in our working repertoire, a typical PFT
presentation allows you to laugh at the inane insight of Mark Twain’s humor or glean the wisdom
from one of Lincoln’s tall tales. You can follow a run-away slave on the Underground Railroad
or join in a traditional Plains Indian circle dance. We are also a place where younger performers
can get professional experience. We have produced four CDs and a documentary on cleaning up
the Illinois River, “Voices for the River.”
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Riverlorian for the Spirit of Peoria (1993 - Present)
Research river history and ecology. Present two formal performances each day along with
ongoing informal monologues about points of interest as we cruise to and from Starved Rock or
St. Louis. I have also performed on the Belle of Louisville, Delta Queen, The Goldenrod
Showboat, and B&B Packet Boats, presented workshops for the National Storytelling
Association, written magazine articles on River Lore, produced three CDs of River Lore, and
published an activity book on Illinois River History. Consultant with River Road Tourism Board.
Museum Consultant (1990 - Present)
From The Field Museum in Chicago to the Stark Museum in Orange, Texas, The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield to the Museum of Nebraska
Art in Kearney, present staff development workshops, teacher training programs, docent
recruitment, and interpretive planning. Help to design exhibitions as co-curator and implement
participatory lesson plans for outreach programs. Teach science concepts, and scientific method,
historical research and art history. Consult on visual displays, signage, scavenger hunts, and
interactive exhibits.
Storyteller in Residence (8/92 - 6/93)
Developed literacy skills in early elementary students for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
School System in a self-created position. Targeted schools with poor test scores spending two
weeks at each of ten schools. Performed, lead workshops, and facilitated classroom instruction.
Taught students how to tell and write their own stories. Led workshops for teachers and parents
to promote storytelling and to encourage language development in students. Produced seven
half-hour videos to be used by teachers as part of a whole language, interdisciplinary storytelling
unit. Worked with Title 1, Reading Recovery, and other reading teachers, attending intensive
training in reading instruction as part of district wide program “The Literacy Project.”
Teacher
Coulwood Middle School, Charlotte, NC (8/91-6/92)
Taught seventh grade language arts and social studies, eighth grade journalism. Responsible for
designing interdisciplinary lessons, instructing, and evaluating students. Supervised the
publication of a weekly newspaper.
Saint Michael's Elementary School, Toledo, OH (8/88 - 6/89)
Taught a third and fourth grade combined classroom. Responsible for lesson planning,
instruction, discipline, and evaluation in all subject areas. Taught ecology for the junior high
class. Supervised the publication of a monthly newsletter.
EDUCATION: Bachelor of Arts: Wilmington College, Wilmington, OH 1983-86.
Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH 1980-81
OTHER EXPERIENCES:

Keynote speaker, lecturer and workshop presenter at a variety of educational and environmental
conferences including The National Association of Biology Teachers, The International Clown
Convention, The Great Rivers Tourism Council, The Midwest Association for Environmental
Education Conference, The Illinois State Family Literacy Conference, The North American
Prairie Restoration Conference.
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Brian “Fox” Ellis - Brief Biography
Brian "Fox" Ellis was initiated into the storyteller's art at an early age.
His training took place in the forests and cornfields of Ohio while coon
hunting with his uncles and cousins. As the men sat around the fire,
listening in the quiet dark for the bawl of trailing hounds, they told tales
of family deeds, fools and heroes, adventures and tragedies. It was here
that his love of a good story, well told was nurtured.
In college, Fox majored in education with an emphasis on storytelling in
the classroom. He quickly saw storytelling as the perfect template for
tying the curriculum together. He's studied dance, mime, acting, and
voice to enliven his art. He loves literature and revels in the history and
mythology of the human race. He has taught graduate courses in
education and folklore, leading a tour of European fairytales for teachers.
Fox has been a teacher, camp counselor and mentor to children of many ages, races, and backgrounds. For
10 years he managed summer camps in Michigan and North Carolina. He taught third and fourth grades at
an inner city Catholic school and seventh grade language arts and social studies at a suburban public
school. His principal said of him, "In all of my career in education I have never seen anyone get students
so excited about writing then give them the skills they need to become better writers." While working in
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Public Schools, Fox created a position as storyteller-in-residence working
with the Reading Recovery and Title 1 specialists to create curriculum. He spent two weeks in each of the
ten lowest achieving schools in the district helping students learn traditional folktales, write and tell
original stories. He facilitated teacher training and parenting classes. He also wrote, directed and hosted a
weekly television series. All of this was geared towards improving student test scores.
Fox has been a keynote speaker and/or workshop presenter at more than 100 conferences ranging from
the National Science Teachers Association and International Wetlands Conservation Conference to the
Great Plains Reading Teachers and Illinois Teachers of English. He is a museum consultant who provides
staff training and writes curriculum for The Field Museum, The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
and numerous smaller historical societies and nature centers.
Fox also believes that we are all storytellers. "When we come home from a rough or good day and tell our
family about our joy and angst, we are enacting the ancient art of the storyteller. It is how we wrap our
lives and bind them with others." One of his goals is to awaken the tale teller in all of us. Whether
working with teachers or a corporate sales staff, his workshops provide a supportive environment in
which we can explore our personal mythology, share our tragedies and triumphs, and develop the skills
needed to captivate an audience.
Fox has authored more than a dozen books including two children’s picture books: the award winning
THE WEB at Dragonfly Pond, and Charles Darwin and His Revolutionary Idea. He has published two
collections of stories and lesson plans for teachers: Content Area Reading, Writing and Storytelling, and
Learning From The Land: Teaching Ecology Through Stories and Activities. He has authored three
collections of poetry and three activity books. He is a freelance writer who contributes articles to a wide
range of parenting, education and ecology magazines. Fox has produced a dozen CDs of original stories
and traditional folktales entitled Lincoln Tales Tall and True, Adventures in Nature, More Adventures in
Nature, River Stories I & II, Under An Irish Oak, and Fun With Fables From Around the World; this
includes four CDs he has written and produced with Prairie Folklore Theatre: Civil War Ghosts and
Legends, River Ghosts, Prairie Christmas, and Prairie Fire!
In 1999 Fox co-founded Prairie Folklore Theatre to bring storytelling to a broader audience. He has
written and directed more than 20 musical theatre productions and a documentary. Prairie Folklore
Theatre blends traditional folk music with original stories to celebrate the diverse layers of Midwestern
history. PFT tours the Midwest, but they call the Spirit of Peoria riverboat their home.
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