
Frequently Asked Questions –  
Community Members &  
Free Workshops 
 
 

Who can attend the Free 8-hour Workshops? 
The Residencies are more in-depth training in the art and give community members a chance to be considered as one of 
the 40 community members who perform on the stage of the Story Crossroads Festival on May 15, 2019.  We have two 
kinds of residencies:  Family-Focused and Adults.  Youth ages are typically aged 8 and older.  Though, parents will know 
best if a younger child has enough focus to take part in the 8-hour Workshops.  In fact, parents can tag along, learn, and 
participate in the Family-Focused workshops.  For Adults, we consider anyone aged 18-201 welcome. 
 

Are there auditions to be considered one of the 40 community tellers for the Story Crossroads May Festival? 
No, there are no auditions.  The Workshops serve as a way to select the community tellers.  Each Master Story Facilitator 
will coach people in telling 3-6-minute stories and determine the strongest and most polished tellers of their groups and 
forward these names to the Story Crossroads Story Training and Telling Committee.  We also have feed-in festivals to 
our event that are assigned so many slots for community members:  Murray Storytelling Festival; Canyons School District 
Storytelling Festival; Jordan School District Storytelling Festival; Clearfield Storytelling Festival, Clinton Storytelling 
Festival, Old Capitol Storytelling Festival, and American Prep Academy Speech Festival. 
 

Where and when are the workshops located? 
These sessions of the residencies take place in the Salt Lake County area during January to April each year.  Some 
locations choose to have these residences once a week while others prefer twice a week.  Specific dates, times, and 
places are listed on the Story Crossroads website under the heading “Events” and then “FREE 8-hour Storytelling 
Workshops for Public.” 
 

What if I cannot make all the dates/times of the workshops?  Or I have to arrive late or leave early? 
Emergencies happen and you need to do what you need to do.  To get the full benefit of the workshops, you will need to 
attend all eight hours of the workshops.   One option is that the Murray Storytelling Festival also offers free storytelling 
workshops for youth and adults alike.  There could also be other Story Crossroads workshops so you can have at least 6-
8 hours dedicated to the crafting, practice, and performing one story.  You can also email storycrossroads@gmail.com or 
call/text Rachel Hedman at (801) 870-5799 for a 4-hour audio recording as well as the accompanying handout on 
crafting stories.  If you miss the performance/coaching session(s), then document the number of times you told the 
story out loud with other people such as neighbors and friends.  Please note that the last session of any workshop is 
when the Master Story Facilitator determines who would be invited to tell at the Story Crossroads Festival as one of the 
40 community tellers. 
 

What if I cannot make any of the dates and times offered for any workshops and I want to be trained as a storyteller? 
We offer these workshops every year during the January-April time.  You can also attend free monthly chapter meetings 
of the Utah Storytelling Guild (www.utahstorytelling.org) to hone skills.  These chapter meetings do not take the place of 
the workshops in how we select our community tellers.  Email storycrossroads@gmail.com with questions. 
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Frequently Asked Questions –  
Community Members &  
Free Workshops (Continued) 
 
 

Will there be a certificate?  How can I receive professional development credit, undergraduate, or graduate credit? 
When you have completed the 8-hour sessions of the workshops, then at the end you will receive a certificate that can 
be presented to whomever you need to show that this course was done.  If this is for undergraduate or graduate credit, 
then talk with the Chair of the Department or Program over your studies have it approved as an Independent Course. 
 You would still need to pay for the tuition credit amount though the Story Crossroads workshops are free.   
 

What if I have general questions about Story Crossroads? 
Email storycrossroads@gmail.com or call/text Rachel Hedman at (801) 870-5799.  Browse the Story Crossroads website 
(www.storycrossroads.com) at your leisure. 
 

Top 10 Storytelling Websites 
1. National Storytelling Network, www.storynet.org & National Storytelling Blog & Podcast, www.blog.storynet.org  
2. Breaking the Eggs: Performance Storytelling in the 21st Century, www.storytelling.blogspot.com 
3. The Moth’s Blog, www.themoth.org/blog 
4. Song, Story, and Culture, www.billharley.wordpress.com 
5. Story Lab X, www.storylabx.tumblr.com 
6. Storyteller.net, www.storyteller.net 
7. Keeping Up with Dr. Kevin Cordi, www.kevincordi.com/blog 
8. Professional Storyteller Ning site, http://professionalstoryteller.ning.com 
9. Storyteller’s Database (free software to track stories), www.storytellersDB.com 
10. Story Crossroads (see Teaching Story & Blog/Videos), www.storycrossroads.com  

 

Top Storytelling Books that Teach Skills 
Burcher, A.  101 Games that Teach Storytelling Skills.  Monterey, CA:  Healthy Learning, 2012. 
 

De Las Casas, D.  The Story Biz Handbook: how to manage your storytelling career from the desk to the stage.  Westport, 
CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2008. 
 

Norfolk, S., J. Stenson & D. Williams.  The Storytelling Classroom: applications across the curriculum.  Westport, CT:  
Libraries Unlimited, 2006. 
 
Sima, J. & K. Cordi.  Raising Voices: creating youth storytelling groups and troupes.  Westport, CT:  Libraries Unlimited, 
2003. 
 

Watts, N.  Youth Tell:  Starting a Youth Storytelling Festival.  Highland, UT:  Nannette Watts, 2004. 
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