
 
Notes from meeting 12/3/2016 
Story Crossroads & Refugee Services 
Goal—to learn more about best way to connect and help refugees—eventually 
through Story Rhythm Project 
Attending: 
Gerald Brown, Assistant Director of Refugee Education and Training Center, and 
Refugee State Coordinator  He has been involved with refugees since 1981 
representing USG… 
Lynn Wing – primary contact from Story Crossroads 
Suzanne Hudson 
Jim Luter 
Rachel Hedman 
Steffani Raff 
Paige Funk 
Angie Lund 
 

Definitions: 
Refugees are people who fled their countries for at least one of these five reasons: 
1-political 
2-race 
3-religion 
4-ethenicity 
5-social group  (that is in danger) 
 
Fleeing because of earthquakes or violence does not make one a refugee. 
When we see groups of fleeing people on the news only some of them qualify as 
refugees.  
 
A United Nations group does the individual interviews that determine whether 
someone can be classified as a refugee. 
 
There are 21 million refugees in the world. 
Twice that many are considered internally displaced people—meaning they would 
likely be classified as refugees IF they had crossed the border out of their countries. 
 
If a person crosses the border and is interviewed in another country and 
determined to be a refugee, and STAYS in the country where the determination is 
made, the person becomes a person with asylum in the new country and is no longer 
called a refugee. 
 
If that same person leaves the country of interview and determination of refugee 
status and settles in a third country, then he maintains refugee status. 
 



We often hear that the U.S. takes more refugees than any other country. However, 
Europe takes many more refugees-turned-asylum seekers. 

What happens to refugees 
 
First priority/choice – return when safe 
A refugee’s first priority is to return home when it is safe; but that rarely happens 
quickly. It may even take 10-20 years. By that time the refugees have established a 
life in a new location and returning may not be helpful.  
 
Second choice  - resettlement nearby  
A refugees second choice is durable resettlement in the same region as his home 
with a way to work legally and have a path to citizenship. This pretty well never 
happens due to the fears of those in the new host area that this will disrupt their 
own population and economy.  
 
Third choice - stay in camps 
A refugee might stay in a refugee camp for decades (some sneak out and hide in 
cities or jungles.) 
 

Process to become a refugee 
 
1-initial interview with U.N. interviewer 
2-security vetting 
 -This lasts 1 12 years. There are 22 points of consideration. 
 -The refugee waits in the camp this entire time. 
 -If anything red-flags the process it must begin again and can take up to five  

years or more.  
3-enters “pipeline” to ward getting further help 
 If a refugee is in the pipeline long enough he must start this step again. The  

refugee is still in the camp throughout this process. 
 
One thing that can lengthen this process is lack of identifying papers. People in 
unstable places know to keep their papers handy; but some fled so quickly that they 
were lift behind.  
 

Refugee status begins 
1-Once a refugee makes it through this process he is assigned to one of the non- 

profit groups that deal with refugees . These non-profits are located on the  
east coast. Two of these groups represented in Utah:   
Catholic Charities (which has nothing to do with religion as far as refugees  
are concerned) 
International Rescue Committee 

 
2-first priority (federally managed) “here and established” 
 an apartment 



 services through DWS 
 school 
3-second priority – (state managed) resettlement with: 

money to help up to five years 
medical care 
Training in English as a second language (To become a U.S. citizen, a refugee  

must be certified in English within five years or loose benefits) 
Etc.  

 

Some of the places refugees come from 
-Burundi to camps in Nepal where they are given educational opportunities =)  
-Burundi to camps in Tanzanian where they get only food and may stay for 30 years. 
(It is hard to resettle people who have done nothing for that long.) 
also- 
-Dem Republic of Congo, Somalia, Sudan, Iraq, Burma (ethnic minorities), Syria 
 

Basic goals of S.L. Refugee Education and Training Center 
1-Provide access to their own people 
2-Create bridges to the mainstream community 
 

Volunteers (request application at geraldbrown@utah.gov / 801-703-4845) 
 FIRST DO YOUR HOMEWORK: get online info about refugees stories; respect  

and value them. 
Need family mentors (center can match your family with a similar refugee family) 
Need computer help from basic to advanced on Saturday 
Need help in basic sewing class on Friday 
Need help finding jobs 
ETC……….. 
 
Volunteer/sensitivity training taught quarterly; or arranged for groups 
 
YOUR HOMEWORK – some sources 
Wikipedia: Congo; Syria 
Google: UNCHCR; Human Rights Watch, Amnesty Int., Int. Rescue Committee 
 
More interesting information 
 
The modern refugee program began with the fall of Vietnam in 1975. 
 
-Around 100,000 refugees come to the U.S. a year.  
-70,000 – 85,000 came each of the last two years. 
-110,000 are anticipated in 2017. However, the U.S. president has sole decision -
making power over this, so it may change. 
-Utah took 11,000 – 12,000 refugees per year, rating 23rd  among the states. Once a 
refugee arrives in Utah he/she is free to travel to any other place in the U.S. but 99% 

mailto:geraldbrown@utah.gov


stay here. Usually they don’t know they can leave; but also, they loose benefits if 
they don’t stay where sent.  
Currently, an hourly wage of $16.00 per hour is needed to rent a two-bedroom 
apartment in Utah. Refugees do not make that much money. Refugees live in a 
variety of places scattered wherever low cost housing is found for them.   
 
Refugees are not usually dangerous people. The dangerous people are those here 
and become marginalized because of poor education, etc. and feel like they neither 
belong here or where they came from.  
 


