
Frequently Asked Questions –  
Successful Stories &  
May Festival 
 

Crafting and Developing Successful Stories 
How long do you want the story so as to be considered for the May Festival? 
We have 50 community teller spots (youth, adults, seniors), and that means each story needs to be between 5-8 
minutes long.  These tellers will then share the stage with 15 professional story artists during May 24, 2017 and 
outreaches during that week starting from May 22-26, 2017. 
 

What kind of story would be best to develop and tell for the May Festival? 

Any kind of story is allowed as long as it is well-crafted, nicely told, and appropriate for family audiences.  You could tell 
a personal story, folktale, fairy tale, historical piece, etc.  Tell the kind of story that you love the most.  We do encourage 
bilingual or cultural storytelling.  Feel free to ask us more about these types of stories if interested. 
 

Where do you find great collections of stories that work for the stage? 

Personal stories are easy to find because you already know the details.  However, the crafting of these tales is harder to 
develop.  Some of the best collections of stories are folktales and fairy tales that have survived hundreds or even 
thousands of years because there are already universal themes and patterns to keep them around.  The two most 
known publishing companies for storytelling are August House and Parkhurst Brothers.  Most of the August House books 
feature world folktales of many categories.  Most of the storytelling books found with Parkhurst Brothers delve more 
into the instruction of the art.  The Parkhurst Brothers branched off from August House.  Libraries Unlimited is another 
publishing company to check periodically for storytelling books. 

#1 
Love Your Story 
Choose to craft a story that moves 
you in some way.  Usually people 
think that “moves” is the same as 
“love.”  Choose a story that you feel 
like you can spend hours with it and 
still be happy with that story.  

#2 
Warm-Up Imaginations 
You develop imagination, increase 
word choice, strengthen appropriate 
facial expressions and body language, 
hone adaptability and audience 
connection, and boost confidence 
when playing games. 

#3 
Gather Stories 
Stories can be gathered at the library, 
from other people (think oral tradition), 
and from you.  Beware the danger of 
picture books.  People sometimes tell 
these stories word-for-word and sound 
stale. 

#4 
Story-Boarding & Mapping 
Create story-boards, story maps, or 
outlines.  This allows you to 
connect with the images rather 
than the words.  The plot of the 
story will be the same though the 
details and dialogue could always 
change. 

#5 
Telling 
Telling stories again and again build 
storytelling skills.  You can do one-on-
one tellings, two-by-two tellings, 
four-by-four tellings, and so on until 
you become accustomed to telling 
for 25 people and more. 

#6 
Adaptability 
Sometimes people become exact or 
“frozen” in their telling, and then their 
storytelling becomes theatre.  We want 
to keep the art as storytelling.  Play and 
explore scenes, characters, and 
background stories. 



 
 

Frequently Asked Questions –  
Successful Stories &  
May Festival (Continued) 
 

Being Stage-Ready 
Could I bring any notes or props with me in telling the story? 

You need to tell the story.  Reading is NOT allowed and would automatically disqualify you as a teller for the May 
Festival.  We discourage props, especially when you are new to the art.  We are called Story Crossroads because people 
blend other arts with the storytelling such as story musicians, story dancers, and story theatre.  However, we 
recommend your first and second years on the stage to avoid props and explore those combinations another time unless 
you are especially strong in that other art form.  
 

Once invited, will there be a rehearsal time or microphone etiquette class? 
We will schedule a rehearsal time for those who would like that option.  That specific date and time will be part of the 
invitation letter.  The beginning of that rehearsal time will be a microphone etiquette class so you would know how to 
use the microphone available on the pavilion stages at the Murray City Park (296 E. Murray Park Ave., Murray). 

#1 
Stage Presence 
Your storytelling starts as soon as 
you stand to walk on stage.  Walk 
with confidence and hold your 
head high.  Soak in the audience, 
scan the full audience with a smile, 
pause, and then tell the story.  Stay 
confident for the whole telling. 

#2 
Audience Connection 
Does the teller give the feeling of 
talking with the audience?  This does 
not mean direct audience 
participation, though this technique 
may be used.  Is the teller willing to 
be flexible depending on audience 
feedback?   

#3 
Pacing/Timing 
If the story is “tight on time”, then it is 
better to take out details than to feel 
rushed.  It can be hard to cut out those 
favorite moments, but it is possible.  
Suddenly the storyteller could have a 
dramatic pause or two within the story.   

#4 
Microphone Etiquette 
The audience is keenly observant 
to your comfort level with the 
microphone.   Borrow a 
microphone practice adjusting the 
microphone to best work for their 
needs. 

#5 
Accepting the Applause 
Give a chance for the audience to 
appreciate you.  Pause a few seconds, 
listen to the applause, and enjoy.  
Show the audience that you knew you 
did your best and celebrate with 
them. 

#6 
Pre-Performance Prep 
You can calm nerves:  Loud Yawns; 
Deep Breaths; Touching Toes; Play a 
Song (energizes or calms depending on 
the need of the teller). 

 

What if I have general questions about Story Crossroads? 
Email storycrossroads@gmail.com or call/text Rachel Hedman at (801) 870-5799.  Browse the Story Crossroads website 
(www.storycrossroads.com) at your leisure. 


